










Will my young person have the opportunity 
 to do work experience?

Some courses give young people the 
chance to do work experience as part of the 
degree, often in the form of a ‘placement’  
or ‘sandwich’ year. These opportunities vary 
by subject and university so if this is something 
your young person is interested in, make sure 
you work out who offers what.

Entry Requirements

Entry requirements are the grades universities 
ask for before they will offer you a place. 
These vary depending on the course and the 
university so it is important to make sure your 
child matches their choices to their predicted 
grades. Most universities accept A Levels and 
BTECs, but the requirements for each may be 
different so check out each university to see 
what your child needs.

T Levels are a new qualification and 
universities are still deciding whether or 
not they will accept them for entry. It’s 
best to check with the university your child 
is interested in directly to see if they’ll be 
accepted. If your child is definitely interested 
in going to university, A Levels or BTECs might 
be a better choice.

Local or further afield?

You may be lucky enough to have a number 
of local universities, or your child may have 
their heart set on moving away. Remember 
this is their choice to make, and there 
isn’t a wrong choice. They may feel more 
comfortable staying close to home, or want  
to experience somewhere different from 
where they grew up.

Campus-based or city-based?

A campus university is one where everything 
is on one site including accommodation, and 
often feels like a small town. A city university 
is one with buildings spread out in a city and 
may require you to get on a bus or tram to 
travel between lectures. They can often be 
very different environments so it’s important 
that you visit them to see which one ‘feels’ 
right for your child.

Do they do the course your young person  
is interested in?

Searching for the course your child is  
interested in on UCAS is a great way to narrow 
down choices. Not all universities offer all 
courses, especially in the case of specialised 
subjects like Medicine or Pharmacy.













Your child only has to start to pay 
back their loans when they earn 
over the repayment threshold. At this 
point, they pay 9% of their income 
over this threshold. This will be taken 
out of their salary along with their tax 
on a monthly basis. If they are self-
employed, payments will be taken 
when they fill in their tax return.

If their income ever drops below the 
repayment threshold, repayment 
stops until they earn over the 
threshold again. Even better? Some 
students never pay back all of their 
loan. After a certain amount of 
time, outstanding debt is written off. 
Student loans can never be passed 
on to family members.



repayment
threshold

For the latest repayment threshold,  
visit gov.uk/student-finance



Do you have a question we’ve not answered in this booklet?  
You can chat to our friendly team online for free at:
www.higherhorizons.co.uk/ask

gov.uk/student-finance
Up-to-date information from the government on what student finance is available, 
how much and when your child pays back their loans, and what they are eligible for.

digital.ucas.com/search
If your child wants to go to university, they need to apply through UCAS.  
You can use the UCAS search tool to compare courses at every university in the 
country, and start to create a shortlist of courses your child is interested in.

discoveruni.gov.uk
DiscoverUni is run by the government and includes information on student 
satisfaction and graduate employment for universities and they courses.  
Like UCAS, it lets you compare courses and universities.

gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
If your child is interested in apprenticeship, they can use this government  
website to find apprenticeship opportunities near you. 

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
The National Careers Service offers job profiles for all sorts of careers, telling you how 
you can get into different jobs and what qualifications you need. If your child has a 
specific career in mind, it can help them work out what qualifications they need to 
do at college or university to help get a job in that area.






